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   Being the president 
is a lot of work. It 
was nice to step 








President Edna Szymanksi took 
office in July, but officially became 
MSUM’s first female president 
Friday at her inauguration.
An estimated 400 people, includ-
ing faculty, former presidents 
Roland Dille and Roland Barden, 
and guests from other universities 
and the community, filled Hansen 
Theatre for the ceremony.
“This is one of the most touching 
and moving moments of my life,” 
Szymanski said as she took stage. 
“I love MSUM. I accept this awe-
some responsibility,” she said.
Featured speaker Erma Vizenor, 
chair of the White Earth Tribal 
Council and MSUM alumna, 
thanked Szymanski for the work 
she’s already accomplished in her 
seven months on campus. 
“I’m proud of our new presi-
dent,” she said.  
Vizenor will continue to work 
with Szymanski to help White 
Earth students find success at the 
university.
CHRIS HuBER / THE ADvoCATE
Edna Szymanski, from left, takes the oath of office from Ruth Grendahl, vice chair of the Board of Trustees, and 
James McCormick, MnSCU chancellor, Friday in Hansen Theatre. More than 400 people came out to see the 
inauguration of MSUM’s first female president.
Barden uses free time for family, fundraisng
The day of President Edna 
Szymanski’s inauguration was also 
a good one for outgoing President 
Roland Barden, but for additional 
reasons.
“The thing that 
elevated my day 
was my little 2-year-
old granddaughter, 
Audrey, on the phone 
singing ‘You Are My 
Sunshine’ to her old 
granddad,” Barden 
said.
That’s just one of 
the ways life is different for Barden 
since he retired as president July 
1, 2008.
Since handing over his respon-
sibilities, Barden and his wife, 
Carolyn, have been making use of 
their free time traveling the coun-
try and the world. They’ve been 
on a cruise through the Panama 
Canal; a trip to Hawaii, where they 
found time to connect with some 
of MSUM’s professor emeriti; and 
a journey through 
Norway, where 
Barden’s family is 
from originally.
The pair has also 
found time to do 
their favorite thing 
—  spend time with 
family. 
“Being the presi-
dent is a lot of 
work,” Barden said. “It was nice to 
step away and handle other things. 
… Family, especially extended 
family, unfortunately, is one of the 
things that’s hard to stay involved 
with when you’re president.”
He hasn’t neglected the univer-
sity he led for 14 years. He has 
a workspace in the development 
office, where he keeps in touch 
with university supporters to help 
secure funding.
“President Szymanski very gra-
ciously offered me … a ‘real office,’ 
but I just wanted to help in the 
development office for the univer-
sity,” Barden said. “I truly enjoy 
getting out to see our alums and 
friends.”
Being on campus also gives him 
a chance to stay part of the MSUM 
community.
“You miss the people,” he said. 
“It’s like the university is a family 
— the students and their families, 
the faculty — it’s a great group.”
Although he said many on cam-






The economic stimulus bill passed by 
President Obama on Feb. 17 is having a positive 
effect on financial difficulties for MnSCU. 
“Historically, Congress can offer money for 
education, and this bill is allowing for an addi-
tional $17 billion to be made available to the 
nation,” said Financial Aid director Carolyn 
Zehren.
The most important part of the bill for MnSCU 
is the aid to states, which was approved at 
$56 billion nation wide.
“What we’re expecting is the governor will
LGBTQA center 
opens in CMU 
despite budget cuts
The new LGBTQA center recently moved 
into CMU 117 on Feb. 9 to provide a welcom-
ing gathering place for gay, lesbian, bisexual, 
transgender, queer and allied students.  
“We’re here to be supportive, affirming 
... to provide a safe (place) for students to 
socialize and study, hold meetings,” senior 
social work major and staff member Jenenne 
Guffey said. 
A staff and faculty advisory committee 
worked to open the center on a shoestring 
budget after losing university funding due to 
recent budget cuts. They received some free 





Szymanski takes oath as first female president
CHRIS ERICKSoN / THE AdvoCATE
Former president Roland Barden addresses the 
crowd at the ribbon-cutting ceremony for the new 
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The Advocate is published weekly during the academic year, 
except during final examination and vacation periods. 
Opinions expressed in The Advocate are not necessarily 
those of the college administration, faculty or student body.
The Advocate encourages letters to the editor and your turn 
submissions. They should be typed and must include the 
writer’s name, signature, address, phone number, year in 
school or occupation and any affiliations. Letters are due by 
5 p.m. Monday and can be sent to MSUM Box 130, dropped 
off at The Advocate office in CMU Room 110 or e-mailed 
to us at advocate@mnstate.edu. The Advocate reserves the 
right to edit letters and refuse publication of letters omitting 
requested information. It does not guarantee the publication 
of any letter. 
“Why is this such a piece?”
“You are genius.”
The Advocate is prepared for publication by Minnesota 
State University Moorhead students and is printed by Davon 
Press, West Fargo, N.D.
Copyright 2009, The Advocate.
The Advocate is always looking for talented writers, photog-
raphers, columnists and illustrators. Meetings are held at 4 
p.m. every Monday in CMU 110. 
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Advocate meetings 
4 p.m. Mondays in 
CMU 110
The Advocate would like to 
invite any interested students 
to their weekly meetings in 
The Advocate office. Pick up 
an application today and ap-
ply to be a sports writer, staff 
writer, cartoonist or photogra-
pher. Photographers meetings 
are at 4:30 p.m.
MSUM hosts regional 
science fair Saturday
The Western Minnesota 
Regional Science Fair compe-
tition will be held Saturday in 
the CMU Ballroom.
Projects will be on display 
from about 9 a.m. until noon. 
Awards will be at 2 p.m. in 
SL 104. 
Information about the fair 
can be found at www.mnstate.
edu/csnsoutreach and then 
choose the science fair link.
Minnesota students from 
Perham, Lake Park-Audubon, 
Moorhead Park Christian, 
Ada-Borup, Browns Valley, 
Mahnomen, Climax-Shelley, 
Graceville and others will 
compete. 
Donate craft supplies
Have craft supplies you no 
longer need? Dragons After 
Dark is looking for any yarn 
rolls or scraps, buttons and 
embroidery floss for their next 
event scheduled on March 6.
If there is any other random 
supplies, Dragons After Dark 
will gladly take them. 
Supplies can be dropped 
off at the main office in the 
CMU or contact Kayla at 
dragonsafterdark@mnstate.
edu.    
 
Workshop discusses 
writing strategy  
There will be a Writing 
Matters workshop called 
Strategies for Including 
Writing in Large Courses at 3 
p.m. today in CMU 216. 
There will be discussion 
with SuEllen Shaw, Jarilyn 
Gess and Michelle Malott. 
 
Art exhibit opens 
A student art exhibit featur-





An unknown person 
attempted to steal an over-
head projector from a closet 
in CB 113 on Friday. In the 
process of getting the electron-
ics out, a closet was damaged. 
The total cost of damage to the 
closet is $50.
Alcohol in backpack
Five male students were 
apprehended walking north 
toward Snarr. One student 
ran from security officers. The 
students had a backpack full 
of alcohol, which was confis-
cated by security. The students 
were identified and sent to 
judicial affairs.
Security update  
Director of Campus Security Michael Parks
A quiet week on campus









7:30 p.m. “Compleat Female Stage Beauty,” Gaede Stage, 
shown through Saturday
Swimming and diving, Dragon Last Chance at MSUM
Indoor track and field, NSIC Indoor Championships at Bemidji
Swimming and diving, Dragon Last Chance at MSUM
Indoor track and field, NSIC Indoor Championships at Bemidji
6 p.m. Women’s basketball versus University of MN-Crookston
8 p.m. Men’s basketball versus University of MN-Crookston
Noon NCAA II Regionals at Marshall, Minn.
Midterm
Men’s basketball, NSIC Tournament
Women’s basketball, NSIC Tournament
7:45 p.m. ECO Film Fest, HA 325
4:30 to 6 p.m. Teaching Resume Workshop, CMU 208
4:30 p.m. Livingston Lord Library Lecture, Doug Hoverson, 
“Land of Amber Waters: The History of Brewing in Minnesota,” 
CMU 205
7:30 p.m. String Studio Recital, Gaede Stage
8 p.m. Janice N. Harrington, Tom McGrath Writers Series, CMU 
101
9 p.m. to 1 a.m. Dragons After Dark, CMU
The
apH
on display through March 13 
in the Roland Dille Center for 
the Arts. 
There will be a reception 
from 4 to 6 p.m. today in the 
gallery. 
Gallery hours are 9:30 a.m. 
to 5:30 p.m. Monday to Friday 




The Tom McGrath Visiting 
Writers Series is hosting Janice 
N. Harrington next month.  
There will be a talk on the 
Writer’s Craft at 4 p.m. March 
5 CMU 208, and the reading is 
at 8 p.m. in CMU 101.   
Join intramural 
sports for spring 
For spring session I, there is 
four-on-four volleyball, three-
on-three basketball, dodge-
ball and seven-on-seven flag 
football. Registration closes 
March 4 and activities start 
March 9.
For spring session II, there 
are one-day events that 
include a triathlon, softball 
tournament, four-person 
golf scramble and a five-on-
five basketball tournament. 
Registration ends April 15. 
For any questions call 477-
2050, e-mail at: intra@mnstate.
edu, or visit the Web site at 
www.mnstate.edu/intramu-
rals.   
 
Cheer on fellow 
friends and Dragons
Join the Fargo Marathon 
Dragon cheering section. 
Come cheer on the marathon 
runners at 8:30 a.m. to 12:30 
p.m. on May 9 at the Wellness 
Center. 
Participants will receive a 
free T-shirt.   
Apply now to join 
Young Ambassadors
Applications are being 
accepted for the second year 
of the Northern Ireland Young 
Ambassador Program.
The Young Ambassadors 
will be selected through an 
on-line application system 
(www.youngambassador-
program.com) and interview 
process. 
Young adults ages 20 to 25 
who are in college or who 
have recently graduated are 
eligible to apply. The dead-
line for applications is March 
17.
Bassist showcase
There will be a jazz and 
classical bass recital featuring 
Alexander Pershounin at 7:30 
p.m. March 7 on Gaede Stage. 
The concert is free and open 
to the public. For more infor-
mation, call the music office 
at 477-2101, or go to www.
mnstate .edu/music/per-
shouninrecital.cfm.
Get resumé help 
Come to the Resumé 
Workshop for Teaching Majors 
and get tips on how to write 
an amazing resumé . 
The workshop is from 4:30 




“Winds at Play,” a cham-
ber music concert, is being 
performed at 2 p.m. March 8 
at First Presbyterian Church, 
Fargo. 
The concert features wood-
wind players from the Fargo-
Moorhead Symphony.
Admission is $12 for adults, 
$10 for seniors and $6 for stu-
dents. 
Tickets are available in 
advance at the FMSO office, 
218-233-8397 or at the door. 
 
Book award winner 
speaks in library
Doug Hoverson will speak 
about his book “Land of 
Amber Waters: The History of 
Brewing in Minnesota.”
The presentation will take 
place at 4:30 p.m. March 5 in 
CMU 101. 
Giving blood, giving back
MArk kELLEr / THE ADvOCATE
kaara Zerface administers a needle into sophomore Andrew Meyers’ arm as he donated blood 
on Tuesday. The blood drive was hosted by the Public relations Student Society of America. 
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Huge variety of Tanning Lotions at Discounted Prices
YouTube, the ubiquitous 
video-sharing Web site, is 
more than just a place to kill 
time watching music videos 
and guitar tutorials. The Web 
site can also be a valuable 
learning tool. 
Since launching in 2005, the 
Web site has exploded in pop-
ularity and offers something 
for everyone. The free service 
allows users to upload, view 
and share video clips.  
For many people, it is the 
first place they check when 
looking for any sort of video. 
The site contains millions of 
videos, ranging from video 
blogs, video clips, music vid-
eos, TV clips and amateur and 
professional original videos.  
Recently, professors and 
teachers have realized the 
educational benefits that 
YouTube can provide. 
“YouTube is a great teach-
ing tool,”  mass communi-
cations professor Deneen 
Gilmour said. 
The ability to show vid-
eos without having to take 
the time or expense to physi-
cally acquire the material on a 
DVD, for instance, is a practi-
cal advantage. 
Especially in subjects that 
are ever-evolving based on 
the emergence 
of new technol-
ogy, it is com-
forting to know 
your professor 





merely listening to a lecture, 
can help with both retention 
and comprehension. 
Professor Julie Adams 
stresses YouTube videos can 
be a way for 
visual learn-
ers to be 
taught the 
material. 





Heather Nygard said she 
enjoys when professors incor-
porate new technological 
tools in the classroom. 
“It’s not as dry as simply 
lecturing; it keeps students’ 
attention,” she said. 
College-aged users have 
embraced YouTube for a vari-
ety of reasons. It is current, 
easy to use, free and a good 
solution for today’s short 
attention spans. 
Senior Kierre Shaffer  views 
artwork examples, along with 
corresponding artist inter-
views on Youtube.  
“It helped me gain a higher 
understanding of what the 
artist was trying to achieve,” 
Shaffer said.  
There can be a downside 
though videos can be great 
visual tools to add another 
level to a concept, they aren’t 
substitutes for thought-out 
lessons. Relevance is also key 
to successfully integrating the 
videos in class.
“Professors should use 
technology to help them 
teach, but it is critical that it 
is appropriate for the subject 
matter,” Shaffer said.
For higher education to be a 
well-rounded experience, stu-
dents and professors should 
utilize all available tools. 
So the next time you find 
yourself wasting time on the 
Internet, try YouTube to find 
information relating to your 
courses. You just might learn 
something.
Professors turn to YouTube
Video site provides resources for visual learners
ALICIA BERNDT
Staff Writer
TAAREN hAAk / ThE ADvoCATE 
In Julie Adams’ art of listening class, she uses YouTube videos to show clips of different musicians and instruments.   
Berndt can be reached 
at berndtal@mnstate.edu
Let’s talk about sex! 
The Advocate has teamed up with Hendrix to answer 
students’ questions about sex. 
Submit questions to advocate@mnstate.edu 
or slide it under the door of CMU 110. 
Questions will be printed anonymously.
 
   (YouTube) helped 
me gain a higher 
understanding of 










President Edna Szymanski officially took office last 
week at her inauguration. Though it was a joyous oc-
casion for Szymanski, some of the more serious under-
tones of her first seven months in office were present.
Budget predictions were dismal when she arrived at 
MSUM in the summer, but she was enthusiastic about 
the promise of her new job. As the months passed, the 
deficit deepened and the final projections are still out.
Through it all, Szymanski has remained positive. 
Her inaugural T-shirts read “Hurricane Edna,” a 
nickname she was given to describe her never-ending 
energy. And her energy has not faltered despite the 
financial crisis.
State and local politicians lauded her decision to 
freeze hiring early. They praised her strong leadership 
through what might be the hardest financial situation 
the school has faced. And the smile never left her face.
In the weeks leading up to the inauguration, Szyman-
ski was careful to point out that the celebration did not 
come out of the already-strapped university budget.
It was privately funded and was used as part of a 
fundraising campaign for need-based scholarships on 
campus.
Szymanski has already been faced with an inordinate 
amount of difficulties in her short amount of time at 
MSUM.
The numerous problems the university is currently 
faced with, including a deepening budget crisis, im-
pending layoffs and declining enrollment, are likely to 
get worse before they get better. 
However, to not only willingly, but enthusiastically, 
take the reins of the university despite these problems 
is a testament to her strength of character.
The way she has retained her composure in a time of 
panic is commendable, and the university is fortunate 
to have her leadership during these trying times. 
This kind of thinking will be helpful as Szymanski 
faces the very real possibilities of laying off faculty 
and cutting programs.
For now, the on-stage celebrations are over.
Managing the budget crisis and guiding the university 
toward better goals are the tasks that will take front 
and center.
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The opinions expressed in The Advocate are not 
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editor and your turn submissions. They should be 
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Monday and can be sent to  
MSUM Box 130, 
dropped off in The Advocate office  





























On Friday, the Senate Tax 
Committee heard from over 
two dozen citizens at a hear-
ing held in Moorhead.
On behalf of the commit-
tee, I would like to thank the 
more than 100 people who 
braved the inclement weather 
to attend the meeting. The citi-
zens of Moorhead could not 
have been better hosts.
The views of those who tes-
tified were wide-ranging and 
heartfelt, and we appreciate 
all of you taking time out of 
your day to speak to us.  While 
the committee may not have 
solved the state budget deficit 
while we were in Moorhead, 
we’ve taken a variety of view-
points that both enlightened 
and educated us back to the 
Capitol.
Since the meeting, several 
committee members have 
mentioned to me how glad 
they were to have attended 
and how thoughtful the tes-
tifiers were. Rest assured 
that your comments will be 
remembered.
Over the next few months, 
legislators will have to turn 
your good ideas into action 
and somehow balance the 
state budget.  With another 
gloomy economic forecast 
expected in about a week, this 
task will likely become even 
more difficult.
In the end, I suspect that no 
areas of the budget will be off 
the table, and a mix of spend-
ing cuts and revenue increases 
will ultimately be the solution. 
My hope is that we will work 
together to keep Minnesota 
the national leader we all are 
so proud of.
I’d like to pass along one 
more thank you to MSUM 
president Edna Mora 
Szymanski and her staff for 
their assistance in making our 
hearing not only possible, but 
also pleasurable.
Please continue to share 





Committee on Taxes 
 Letter to the editor
Although there is a lot of 
discussion lately about such 
things as the budget crisis 
and a dragging economy, I’ve 
decided to address an impor-
tant topic that is on all of our 
minds:  UFOs.
And by UFOs I don’t nec-
essarily mean run-of-the-mill 
unidentified flying objects, I 
mean flying saucers. Although 
I do mean the run-of-the-mill 
kind, too.
According to Winnipeg-
based volunteer group 
Ufology Research, sightings in 
Canada alone were up about 
25 percent last year. I was too 
lazy to find any statistics for 
the good old United States, so 
you’ll just have to assume the 
numbers here are similar. Due 
to our proximity to America’s 
Hat, we’re all probably seeing 
the same crazy things at night 
anyway.
This increase in sightings 
leads many rational people, 
like me, to the natural idea 
that we will soon be overrun 
by little green men or lizard 
monsters.
Opinion editors aren’t the 
only ones coming to this con-
clusion, either. Late last year, 
Hollywood released the futur-
istic looking, historical docu-
mentary “The Day the Earth 
Stood Still,” prompting many 
people to take note that when 
aliens do invade, they will 
come as emotionless, wooden 
actors.
This should not come as a 
surprise for any  us. However, 
the fact of imminent alien inva-
sion is lost on skeptics such 
as Fox News, who recently 
decreed UFOs to be nothing 
more than harmless weather 
phenomena.
My only advice for the gen-
eral populace is to read up on 
your science fiction and stock 
up on whatever snacks you 
think space-faring lizard mon-
sters would enjoy.
Because I, for one, welcome 
our new alien overlords.





If you’ve been paying attention to current events at all over 
the past several months, you know the global economy is a 
wreck and the job market is in shambles. With news headlines 
filled with stories about major layoffs and rapidly increasing 
unemployment rates in major cities across the country, students 
graduating this May will be doing so under some of the harsh-
est economic conditions the country has seen in decades. 
It’s certainly cause to be a little nervous. 
Since the job market has taken such a sharp downturn, there 
seems to be a growing number of people planning to go to grad-
uate school to wait out the economy.  And depending on your 
major, this may or may not be a good idea. In a couple years the 
job market should hopefully begin to stabilize, and furthering 
your education in the meantime may actually make you better 
prepared for what you want to do in the long run.  
However, depending on your field of study, going to gradu-
ate school right away after finishing your undergraduate degree 
could actually hurt your career prospects. For example, mass 
communications students with a master’s degree may be told 
they are overqualified for entry-level jobs, but not experienced 
enough for a position suited to their education level. 
It’s a lot of effort to be unemployed. 
While graduate school is essentially required for some majors, 
pursuing an advanced degree when you don’t need to just to 
avoid trying to get a real job for an extra year or two sounds like 
an irresponsible trend to fall into. 
My advice on the topic probably isn’t worth much, but if 
you’re considering going to grad school, I would urge you 
to figure out what you actually plan on doing with a masters 
degree first. Otherwise, it could end up being an expensive 
mistake.













































If you haven’t been living 
under a rock for the past cou-
ple of months, you’re probably 
aware that our school is in a 
little bit of a financial pinch.
And if you haven’t been 
completely unconscious of 
mainstream society for the past 
few years or so, you would 
know that the country’s in a 
little bit of a downfall, eco-
nomically speaking.
Now, if those two state-
ments didn’t bring down the 
super-happy high of your day, 
I don’t know what would. 
Yes, having no money 
makes everyone sad and anx-
ious. Maybe you’re having 
troubles paying your tuition, 
or are considering holding up 
Subs & Sweets for a sandwich 
for lunch. But why not try and 
look at the brighter side of 
the situation? The silver lining 
of what seem to be constant 
clouds?
Next year, if the school and 
student senate decide to go 
through with tuition banding, 
you will be able to add on 
another class to your schedule 
without having to pay extra 
for it. And if the prospect of 
adding more workload to 
your already hectic schedule 
doesn’t appeal to you, there’s 
always the option of simply 
auditing a course and trying 
out something you normally 
wouldn’t because of financial 
worries. 
The point is people should 
stop worrying about how 
money problems are going to 
affect how things will be and 
how they are now. The school 
might be going through some 
changes, along with the coun-
try, but people have got to 
learn how to find positives in 
bad situations, or things will 
only feel worse.
Perhaps this column will be 
setting me up for an inunda-
tion of hate mail from fellow 
students and faculty.
 So be it.
Obama has forever burned 
the word “change” into my 
head. Change certainly is com-
ing about in full force, but pos-
itive change? Not so much.  
During the campaign, the 
campus was inundated with 
Obama supporters and I didn’t 
dare question his intentions. I 
do not claim to be an econom-
ics or political science major, 
but I am a student of observa-
tion.
In my opinion, and again 
it is just my opinion, it seems 
as though the word “change” 
has put blinders on American 
eyes. Having held office for 
just  more than a month, he cer-
tainly has accomplished quite 
a bit (please note, that was said 
with a bit of sarcasm).
First things first, it was quite 
alarming that he was a senator 
for more than three years in 
one of the most corrupt states 
in U.S. history. Perhaps just 
a coincidence, but that seems 
to have spilled 
over into 
Obama’s choic-
es for his cabi-
net.
U n e t h i c a l 
conduct charg-
es led the Labor 
Secretary nomi-
nee to with-
draw. Corruption charges 
forced the Commerce Secretary 
nominee to withdraw. The 
Health and Human Services 
nominee dropped out under 
fire of cheating on his taxes. 
The chief performance officer 
withdrew for not paying her 
taxes. Anyone see a pattern 
here? 
The recent whopping 
$787 billion stimulus package 
that was passed will place us, 
our kids, our kids’ kids and 
their kids into debt for longer 
than we can fathom.
Banks like Wells Fargo were 
given money to bail themselves 
out and instead, they used it 
to purchase another financial 
institution. Does this not make 
sense to anyone else?
$8 billion is allotted to go 
toward construction of mass 
transit. OK, fine. But, a high-
speed train from Disneyland 
to Las Vegas is a necessity? 
Give me a break. 
Obviously those who are 
terminated from a job qualify 
for unemployment, but now 
those who choose to quit also 
qualify. Yes, reward those 
who choose to quit their jobs. 
Socialism here we come.
The Clinton administration 
had some requirements for 
welfare, seemingly a system 
of checks and balances. While 
I completely support welfare 
for those who truly need it, 
there needs to be some limita-
tions and qualifications. Those 
seem to have gone out the 
window as well.
What is the point of working 
and slaving for an education 
if the government will take 
care of me?  Come on Obama, 
prove me wrong.
Stimulus that we can’t believe in
Believe in the stimulus?
E-mail Call
at callli@mnstate.edu
Looking on the bright side?
E-mail Ehrlich
at ehrlichki@mnstate.edu
Staying upbeat in down times
Wondering about life after school?
E-mail Sailer
at sailerbe@mnstate.edu
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George can be reached 
at georgean@mnstate.edu
Cell phones have given 
people the ability to search, 
download, have conversa-
tions and listen to music in 
one on-the-go device. With so 
much technology in the palm 
of your hand, who wouldn’t 
want one? 
“Phones do a lot more than 
voice these days,” Karen 
Smith, public relations man-
ager for Verizon Wireless, 
said. “E-mail, Internet, games, 
ringtones and video clips are 
all available features.”
With a variety of features to 
choose from, picking a phone 
can be a little hectic. 
“It really depends on what 
people are looking for,” Smith 
said. “We have very simpli-
fied phones for basic use, or 
if form is a factor we have flip 
phones or touch screens.”
A couple of popular Verizon 
phones are the LG Envy 2 
and the Blackberry. The LG 
Envy 2 is most popular for its 
flip-open compact QWERTY 
keypad, but it also has V-
Cast music and video and a 
music player, as well as being 
Bluetooth stereo capable.
Equally impressive music 
phones are offered by T 
Mobile, Sprint, AT&T, Cellular 
One, Alltel and others. 
The Blackberry Pearl, Curve 
and Storm are popular for 
their all-in-one device. They 
include GPS capability, on-
the-go video, clear images and 
a music player.
If you love music, the LG 
Chocolate 2 and 3 are particu-
larly designed for music. 
“I asked specifically for 
a phone that would double 
as an MP3 player,” Heather 
Ehrichs Angell, adjunct pro-
fessor in women’s studies, 
said. “I could cut down on 
the amount of things I had to 
carry with me.”
Along with the Chocolates, 
the Samsung Upstage and the 
Nokia Xpress are also capable 
of playing music. 
“Cell phones are just as good 
as a portable music device,” 
Smith said. “We sell up to 8 
GB memory cards.”
An 8 GB memory card can 
hold about 2,000 songs, rough-
ly 20 days of non-stop music
“Your phone can be every-
thing,” Smith said. “Our 
devices are MP3 players and 
music players.”
According to cnet, the top 
five MP3 player phones, in no 
particular order, are: the Apple 
iPhone 3G, the Sony Ericsson 
W760A, the LG Chocolate 
3, the LG Rhythm and the 
Motorola Rokr E8.
Most providers have sub-
scription services that contains 
access to millions of songs. 
Often you can access unlim-
ited songs per month and also 
dual download, one to your 
phone and one to your com-
puter.
Portable stereo speakers can 
be plugged into your phone or 
you can use Bluetooth head-
sets. Some phones even have 
an FM transmitter.
“I just found out how to 
make my phone transmit to 
my radio in my car,” Ehrichs 
Angell said. “No more radio 
commercials, and I don’t need 
extra cables or adapters.” 
Along with music, ringtones 
and ringbacks are another 
popular feature in phones.
“Both allow personalization 
of your wireless experience,” 
Smith said. “You can change 
them with new artists. You 
can personalize them for the 
person calling you.”
Right now, freshman 
Stephanie Muxfeldt has Lady 
Gaga’s “Star Struck” as her 
ringtone.
“You usually have a fun 
one for friends and the scary 
serious ones for parents,” 
Muxfeldt said. 
With Bluetooth, getting 
ringtones is a lot easier. 
“I used to download ring-
tones,” Muxfeldt said, “but 
with Bluetooth it’s easy to 
sync them from one phone to 
another if someone already 
has it.”
With all these features, the 
future of cell phones looks 
promising.
“You can expect improve-
ment to existing devices as 
well as new devices,” Smith 
said. “More consumers are 
buying advanced devices as 
they became more powerful so 
they can manage their lives.”
Maybe Ehrichs Angell’s 
wish of a cell phone with a 
windshield scraper and auto-
start will come true.
Chris huber / The AdvoCATe
Cell phones aren’t just for talking and texting anymore. New 
phones such as the LG Chocolate 3 (pictured), the Apple iPhone 
3G and the Motorola rokr e8 have excellent MP3 players.
by ANNA GeorGe
Staff Writer
New phones feature music applications
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Yo-Yo Ma. Huck Perlman. 
Bob Berg. Ray Charles. To most 
music lovers these jazz jugger-
nauts are almost household 
names. To Alex Pershounin 
they hold a little more value; 
he has played with these mon-
sters of music.
Pershounin, originally from 
Russia, moved to the Fargo-
Moorhead area about two 
years ago to take the job of 
professor of bass studies and 
the leader of the MSUM jazz 
big band.
“We are delighted to have 
Dr. Pershounin in our commu-
nity,” Simon Rowe, a music 
professor and fellow perform-
er, said. 
“He brings a wealth of expe-
rience both as a performer and 
teacher in his understanding 
of the world of music, from 
the classical tradition to jazz, 
from past to present,” Rowe 
said.  
Rowe isn’t the only one who 
thinks highly of this talented 
bassist.
 “I, in all honesty, believe Dr. 
Pershounin is the most gifted 
performer in the department,” 
Allen Carter, a fellow profes-
sor and performer, said. “He 
plays jazz and classical like 
someone who has been play-
ing their entire life.”
As the new head of the 
jazz big band, Pershounin is 
already finding success with 
the group. Last year the band 
took second in the University 
of Wisconsin-Eau Claire jazz 
festival, the highest showing 
ever for MSUM.
Along with the big band, 
Pershounin started two bass 
ensembles, and since his arriv-
al, his studio group has tripled 
in size.
Pershounin also gets around 
town. He is the new bass play-
er for the Jazz Arts Group Big 
Band in Fargo and also plays in 
the F-M Symphony Orchestra, 
F-M Opera Company and 
Simon Rowe Trio, among 
other numerous small group 
projects including chamber 
groups at MSUM, NDSU and 
Concordia College.
His  success is no fluke— it’s 
the result of a lifetime of hard 
work and determination.
At the age of 4, he started 
hour-long piano lessons with 
his father. By the time he was a 
teenager, he was also practic-
ing two to four hours a day on 
guitar, bass and double bass. 
He received his music train-
ing in two distinctly different 
musical styles: Classical and 
jazz. He likes to use both styles 
together in performances as a 
unique  combination.
Early influences were works 
from the likes of Mozart, Bach 
and Beethoven, as well as 
Cannonball Adderley, Miles 
Davis and John Coltrane.
As a 14-year-old, Pershounin 
got his professional start by 
playing jazz clubs, private 
events, concerts and jazz fes-
tivals.  By 15, he was enrolled 
in Gnessin State Institute of 
Music in Moscow, considered 
to be one of the most elite 
music schools in the world.
Two influences that great-
ly affected his life are Pat 
Metheny and Jaco Pastorious, 
jazz guitar and bass guitar 
performers respectively.
“Jaco Pastorius and Pat 
Metheny both revolution-
ized the way their respective 
instruments are played and 
were virtuosi of the highest 
possible caliber,” Pershounin 
said. “Their influence on me 
was very inspirational in 
terms of what could be done 
on string instruments in the 
various genres of music they 
played.”
After he graduated from 
Gnessin State, he spent 
many years traveling with 
the MKC and visited most 
European countries. MKC is 
the Russian abbreviation for 
the International Commercial 
Cartel and is the biggest big 
band in Russia.
“You would be surprised 
at the jazz scene in Russia,” 
Pershounin said. “It’s actually 
a quite huge, active scene and 
people get very excited about 
it.”
Although submerged in 
his music, Pershounin always 
made family a high priority. 
“Dad had a lot of gigs 
and concerts,” Pershounin’s 
daughter Kristina, a senior at 
Fargo South High School said. 
“He was very, very busy. But 
I never felt a lack of a father. I 
can’t remember ever being sad 
or lonely that he wasn’t there. 
He always made time for me 
and my mom.”
However, he was always 
interested in the jazz scene in 
America and wanted to “try 
his hands” at it. So after he 
was done with his engage-
ment with the MKC big band, 
he and his family made a big 
move.
He moved to Mississippi, 
not just to discover the grass-
roots of blues and jazz, but 
also to attend the University 
of Southern Mississippi where 
he added to his impressive 
resume. He earned his mas-
ters in music education to go 
along with his masters in per-
formance, music performance 
pedagogy and music educa-
tion pedagogy. 
After Mississippi, he moved 
to Massachusetts and was 
head of the music department 
at Westville State College 
where he taught for five years. 
But when the college started 
to steer away from the music 
department, so did he.
He took a professorship at 
MSUM. He thought it was a 
great opportunity and is very 
happy about his decision.
While F-M audiences and 
students are experiencing 
what a world-class musician 
like Pershounin contributes to 
the music scene, it’s worth 
keeping an eye on him because 
this go-getter is just getting 
started.
Pershounin will be featured 
in the faculty double bass and 
bass guitar program “Let’s 
Touch Bass” at 7:30 p.m. March 
7 on Gaede Stage, where he 
will debut his newest jazz 
composition for strings.
JAred WiNMiLL / The AdvoCATe
“Let’s Touch bass,” featuring Alex Pershounin, will showcase his 
newest composition as well as rarely performed and highly techni-
cal pieces. it will be held at 7:30 p.m. on March 7 on Gaede stage.
Great for Psych, education, nursing, pre-med, SW, health care ad-
ministration, speech, undecided majors or anybody with a desire to 
help others. Great resume builder! 
 
Part-time every other weekends. Part-time weekdays starting at 
2:45-3pm. Work with children and/or adults. 
   
$9.51/hr + bonus & other benefits. Comprehensive training to build both 
professional & personal growth.  Must be dependable, have good work ethic 
& at least a year commitment to ensure consistent quality service.   
 
Fun!         Flexible!        Rewarding! 
  FM Chamber Non-Profit of the Year!  
To learn more, or to join 
our team contact us at 
www.creativecare.org 
Submit CCRI Application to: 
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(218)  331-2029EEO/AAE 
Direct Support Professional  
P
erson C
entered  |  Team
w




Get it with CCRI! 
Helping people with  
disabilities 
Pershounin brings jazz, classical to MSUM
by JAred WiNMiLL
Staff Writer
Winmill can be reached 
at winmillja@mnstate.edu
subMiTTed PhoTo
Pershounin, originally from russia, moved to Fargo-Moorhead 
about two years ago to become a professor of bass studies. 
The Dragons have a tough 
road ahead, but are keeping 
their spirits high.
The Dragons women’s bas-
ketball team hosted Concordia-
St. Paul on Saturday. 
The Golden Bears, using 
quick shooting and strong 
defense, were able to jump 
out to an early 19-4 lead in the 
first half. The Dragons were 
not able to dig themselves out 
of that hole, and Concordia 
came out on top with a 72-55 
victory.
Despite the loss, the game 
did have a highlight. Senior 
guard Katie Walden became 
the 16th Dragon to reach the 
1,000 career club points mark 
with five points for the game. 
Head coach Karla Nelson 
said that despite the enthusi-
asm of Walden’s milestone, it 
was a tough loss for the team. 
“They were disappoint-
ed with their performance 
on Saturday,” she said. “We 
haven’t been doing well at 
home games this season, 
which is something we defi-
nitely need to improve on. 
“It’s hard to take a loss 
when you’re set and ready 
at the opening tip-off, and 
things just don’t turn out the 
way you plan. We definitely 
have some things we need to 
work on before it comes to 
tournament time.” 
Junior center Meghan 
Rettke, who led the Dragons 
in scoring Saturday night 
with 23 points, noted that the 
loss will be hard to put behind 
them.
 “I think the loss immensely 
affects the team,” Rettke said. 
“In one night we went from 
second place in conference to 
fourth. Now, we need to hang 
on to fourth place. We have 
to play Mankato in the sec-
ond round. We also missed 
an opportunity to knock 
Concordia out of competition. 
This was definitely a game 
that we needed.”
Even with the loss, the 
Dragons maintain a 19-6 
record on the season. 
Nelson said the loss is not a 
reflection of the past or future 
games, but of the road ahead 
for the team. 
“This match reflects the 
toughness of the conference, 
which is a parody of confi-
dence,” she said. “If a team 
enters a game in this confer-
ence and is not ready, any-
body can beat anybody. As 
ready as the team was for this 
one, it’s a big mystery how it 
turned out how it did. 
“Concordia is a big rival for 
us, and they are just one of the 
many teams that are going to 
challenge us when it comes to 
tournament time,” she said.
The Dragons know they’ve 
got to step it up if they want 
to get back to their winning 
ways, especially with the sea-
son winding down and two 
games remaining before the 
NCIS tournament March 4. 
“The upcoming game is a 
must-win for us,” Nelson said. 
“Northern State has a unique 
style of passive defense and 
perimeter shooting, so we 
definitely have to be on our 
toes. We need to hit those 
quick shots, and we must get 
some rebounds. 
“Northern is quick off the 
board, so we need to give 
our best efforts to make sure 
we come out with possession. 
Overall, it comes down to a 
simple principle: If you want 
to be in, you have got to play 
good basketball.” 
Rettke also agrees that the 
Dragons have some work to 
do before tournament time 
comes around. 
“We really need to work on 
shooting,” she said. “We didn’t 
do that well on Saturday at 
all. Our defense could use a 
little work as well, but our 
shooting needs the biggest 
improvement. It’s hard to win 
when you can’t shoot.”
The Dragons play in their 
last home game of the sea-
son at 6 p.m. Saturday against 
Crookston.
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Apply in person at: 
2829 S. University Drive, Fargo 
 www.pcifargo.com
EOE
VARIETY OF FLEXIBLE SHIFTS, CASUAL WORK ENVIRONMENT 
PAID TRAINING
Hiring Immediately!















Grossman can be reached 
at grossmanlo@mnstate.edu
MSUM fans hold up signs celebrating Walden’s 1,000th career point Saturday at Nemzek. Walden 
scored five points in the 72-55 loss to Concordia–St. Paul. Walden is one of 16 Dragons to reach the 
1,000-point milestone.
Senior’s milestone outweighs loss
Guard Walden achieves 1,000 career points in Saturday’s lost 72-55 game 
PhotoS by John hanSen / the aDvoCate
Senior Katie Walden hugs head coach Karla Nelson after Satur-
day’s 72-55 loss to Concordia–St. Paul at nemzek.
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• Fresh Spring 
   Herb Salad
• Snap Peas Spring 
   Mix Greens
• Cucumbers
• Grape Tomatos
• Sliced Red Radish
 all served with 





with any BK cup
Cup of  Hot Noodles
& Steaming Broth for $1
Add any Protien for 75¢








…only at Union City.









4 - 8 p.m., Mon. - Thur.
$1 Baja Tacos
$1Margaritas
As the Dragon’s tennis 
team smash their way into a 
new season, senior captains 
Ellie Matheson and Laura 
Benz lead their young team 
through a growing season.
The team played their first 
four games last week at a neu-
tral site in Grand Forks. The 
women won against both Uof 
M-Crookston and Northern 
State, but lost to UND and U 
of M-Duluth.
The Duluth game came 
down to one of the three 
doubles matches as the teams 
split the six singles matches. 
The Bulldogs took a narrow 
5-4 win.
“I think our team did fairly 
well,” Matheson said. “We 
have a good chance of being 
in the top of the conference, 
but we aren’t at our full play-
ing ability yet, but I see plenty 
of potential.”
Benz agreed that the team 
could have played better, but 
showed promise.
“The team did a lot well 
this past weekend,” Benz said. 
“We played really strongly on 
Sunday even though we lost. 
If we play the way we played 
that day then we really have 
the ability to beat any team.”
The team will have some 
hard work ahead of it during 
this year’s building season. 
The team consists of six fresh-
men and four upperclassmen.
“Our freshmen are really 
strong,” Benz said. “Ellie and 
I are there to guide them, but 
they really have great playing 
games. Having such a young 
team will provide the team 
with a strong foundation the 
next couple of years.”
Matheson said that she 
enjoys being able to help the 
incoming freshmen.
“It’s a huge privilege to be 
captain with Laura,” she said. 
“The encouragement and sup-
port I received from my cap-
tains when I was a freshman 
was huge for me. It’s just fun 
for me to encourage younger 
players on the team and set a 
good example.”
The captains agreed that 
being on a small team is fun.
“Being part of the team is 
a blast,” Benz said. “We are a 
small group, and we really get 
to know each other.”
Matheson agreed that the 
size of the team is enjoyable.
“The atmosphere of the 
team is fun,” she said. “You 
get to know each other more, 
and being competetive togeth-
er is always fun.”
The captains agreed that 
being co-captains together is 
exciting.
“Ellie is a great co-captain,” 
Benz said. “She’s fun and we 
do well together.” 
Matheson, an English edu-
cation major from Moorhead, 
began playing at age 4 with 
her father, a tennis coach in 
Moorhead.
“I enjoy the challenge of 
tennis because it is so individ-
ual,” she said. “It is mental as 
well as physical. Growing as a 
player has been great.”
Benz, an elementary edu-
cation major, agreed that the 
individual challenge of play-
ing tennis is fun. 
The team has a strong out-
look for the upcoming sea-
son. 
“It’s going to be cool to see 
how these girls improve and 
how we improve as a team,” 
Matheson said. “The fresh-
men are strong players, and 
we have a good team.”
Benz said the team should 
do well this season.
“We all have a really tough 
mental game,” she said. “We 
can pull off any game if we 
play as tough as we can. I’m 
really excited to play Duluth 
again.”
The Dragons enter the 
weekend 2-2 overall. The 
team plays its first home 
games this weekend at Courts 
Plus. The Dragons will take 
on University of Mary at 5:30 
p.m. Friday and MSU Mankato 
at 5:30 p.m. Saturday. 
The team has a rematch 




Stulken can be reached 
at stulketi@mnstate.edu
Captains lead young team
Benz, Matheson hope for strong tennis season with new roster
JeSSe trelStaD / the aDvoCate
the Dragon’s tennis team practices Monday night for upcoming games. this year will be a growing year for the team, which consists 
of six freshmen and four upperclassmen. the Dragons play the University of Mary on Friday.
MATHESONBENz
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President edna szymanski, along with her cabinet, faculty and guests from state and local government celebrate her inauguration as the 10th president of MsuM.
erma vizenor, chair of the White earth Tribal Council, delivers 
the keynote address.
scorch, from left, szymanski and executive director of public relations doug hamilton, who served 
as Master of Ceremony, share high fives following the oath of office.
szyMAnski, FronT
“This is one of the most touching and moving moments of my life,” 
Edna Szymanski, MSUM president
“I had the opportunity to obtain a 
second-to-none education at (MSUM) … 
I want the same opportunities for other 
Indian students,” she said.
Though the event was a time for 
celebration, talk turned to more seri-
ous concerns, like the projected 
$9.2 million deficit the university faces 
next year. In the weeks leading up to the 
inauguration, Szymanski was quick to 
point out that the event was privately 
funded and did not come out of the 
university’s budget.
Minnesota Sen. Keith Langseth, D-
District 9, praised Szymanski for her 
early action in instituting a hiring freeze 
when the first budget forecasts came out.
“It’s a hard thing to do,” Langseth 
said.
“We are in the worst economic crisis in 
70 years, and you will need strong leader-
ship,” he said.
Though Szymanski accepted that times 
will be tough during this deficit, she also 
offered words of encouragement.
“We will survive and thrive. … We will 
continue to provide a high quality educa-
tion,” she said.
Szymanski took the oath of office, fol-
lowed by a standing ovation and a high-
five from Scorch.
The Alumni Foundation hosted an inau-
gural gala at the Courtyard by Marriott in 
Moorhead. The 120 guests in attendance 
paid $100 each for the fundraiser. More 
than $5,700 was raised for a need-based 
scholarship. The foundation plans to hold 
this as an annual fundraising event.
“We’re very happy with it. We had a 
great time,” Joan Justesen, vice president 
of university development and alumni 
relations, said. 
shaffer can be reached 
at shaffehe@mnstate.edu
Faculty and guests filled the Center for the Arts for the reception following 
the inauguration.
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Now Hiring
Classifieds
You have options! Free 
pregnancy testing, limited 




 Luv of Dog Rescue needs foster 
and forever families for many dogs 
who have been rescued from area 
pounds.Volunteer 
opportunities are also available. 
701-205-0190.  
www.4luvofdog.com
Are you looking for the New Testa-
ment church? The church that 
Jesus built (Mt. 16:18)? We invite 
you to come and check us out. We 
follow only the Bible in all that we 
do. The Moorhead church of Christ 
meets at:
123 21st South. Our meeting times 
are: Sun 10:00 AM & 6:00 PM, 
Wed at 7:00 PM. For more info call 
291-1992.
4+BR/2BA/1GA/1700 SqFt, 1614 
18th St S, South of MSUM, 
avg $1175/mo.
3BR/2BA/1250 SqFt, 203 3rd St S, 
Woodlawn Park backyard, 
avg $1025/mo.
3BR/2BA/1GA/1767 SqFt, 1224 
6th Ave S, across from Lommen 
Hall, avg $1175/mo. Leave name, 
email, phone for more info.  




Walk to MSUM. Large 2 bedroom, 
upper unit, quiet, smoke-free, 
security, 4 plex, newly painted, new 
bathroom, laundry facility, off-street 
parking. Call 233-1881 for info. 
Three bedroom apt., 1 bath, secu-
rity bldg, newly re-decorated, 
in a 4 plex, includes 2 off-street 
parking spots, 5 blocks from 
campus. $610/month, heat paid. 
218-233-1545
Need to build your resume? Want 
a chance to network with potential 
employers? If you are a motivated 
young professional or student age 
18 to 30 who wants to make the 
community and the world a better 
place and have fun doing it, then 
come join us at Rotaract!  We are 
an international Rotary affiliated 
community service group with over 
7,000 clubs in over 150 countries.   
At Rotaract you will have the op-
portunity to build skills that employ-
ers desire and work side by side 
with local business leaders from 
all walks of life. Visit our website at 
www.fmrotaract.net for more infor-
mation.  Email us at:  fmrotaract@
gmail.com or call (218) 790-1904 
(ask Shawn about Rotaract).










LIVE MUSIC on 
Fridays & Saturdays! 
Upcoming Events (all shows start at 9pm):
Fri. 2/27: Avalanche
Sat. 2/28: Avalanche
Fri. 3/6: Sick of Sarah w/Kill Baxter
Sat. 3/7: Sick of Sarah w/Kill Baxter
Sat. 3/14: Bethany and the Bandits
Karaoke on Wednesday nights!
Pistol
Pete’s
1772 W Main Ave
West Fargo, ND 
701.478.4012
No cover charge with 
valid student ID!
Live Music!
Feb. 27 & 28: 
Silverado
have more revenue, which he 
can use to adjust the budget. 
There will then be less cuts,” 
Jean Hollaar, university budget 
officer, said.
Specifically, though, the Pell 
grant will be offering more 
money to students who are 
eligible. According to Zehren, 
the grant will max at $5,000 
for students who qualify, com-
pared to the past year when the 
maximum amount given was 
approximately $4,000.
“The grant has had a modest 
increase since 1995,” Zehren 
said. “This is the single biggest 
increase in Pell grant history.” 
About 27 percent of students 
receive this grant, which is the 
highest number of recipients 
for any grant. This is the only 
grant in the federal program 
affected, and any undergradu-
ate student can be eligible for 
it.
Freshman Cassandra 
Krumm, recipient of a Pell grant, 
is excited about the increase in 
money being offered.
“That means I will get more 
money back from the school,” 
she said. “At the time, it’s real-
ly nice.”
With more money being 
given out for this grant, Zehren 
said there are many financial 
benefits for students as well as 
the school in general.
“The benefit is it will be 
able to help more students,” 
she said. “There will be more 
money available to pay tuition 
costs, which will reduce the 
amount of loans.”
Zehren also said that stu-
dents should be concerned 
with their tax credits.
Students need to fill out the 
1098-T, which is the form used 
to determine whether or not 
they qualify for tax credits.
“The economic stimulus 
bill will increase available 
tax returns. A larger refund 
could come back to students,” 
Zehren said.
Students should have 
received the form, if not it can 
be reprinted by contacting the 
business office.
Zehren and Hollaar agree 
that this bill will have a posi-
tive impact for MSUM. 
“We’ve had a lack of funding 
for awhile,” Zehren said. “The 
only way for the economy to 
move forward is to increase 
enrollment.”
With more money being 
offered, it should result in 
more students for the follow-
ing years.
“Hopefully we have an 
enrollment increase with 
tuition being more affordable, 
because now students can get 
more help on the financial aid 
side,” Hollaar said. 
 





nitschke can be reached 
at nitschkeme@mnstate.edu
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Fajitas, Burritos, 
Chimichangas...




our giant menu 
for Free*!
PAR3027
801 38th St. South • Fargo
www.paradiso.com
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With a $9.2 million deficit, 
everybody needs to make sac-
rifices. The faculty of MSUM is 
doing just this. 
The Inter Faculty 
Organization (IFO), a state 
employee union, decided upon 
a contract with MnSCU and 
MSUM at the beginning of 
February, according to an IFO 
meeting on Monday. 
IFO president Cynthia 
Phillips said that the main dif-
ference between the old con-
tract and the new one is a sal-
ary increase freeze.
“Of the $9 million deficit 
this will save about $750,000 of 
it,” MSUM’s negotiator Oscar 
Flores said. 
President Edna Szymanski 
wants to save $4 million on 
faculty costs. With this large 
number to be saved, it’s likely 
faculty or programs will have 
to be cut. 
“There’s a whole process in 
the university to evaluate fac-
ulty or a program’s core func-
tion to the university so that 
when cuts are made they do 
the least damage to students,” 
Phillips said. 
These cuts involving pro-
grams or faculty won’t be 
announced until May 7. 
“The university has the 
responsibility to help students 
finish their program,” Phillips 
said. 
Students in a program that 
will be cut don’t have to worry 
about not being able to finish 
their major. If a program is cut, 
the students in that program 
will be able to finish it.
There are no talks at the 
moment about what programs 
or faculties might be cut. 
The faculty was to 
Wednesday about whether to 
approve the contract or not. 
It is thought that it will pass 
because there is little confron-
tation over it. 
“We know that there’s going 
to be some cuts, but if we don’t 
make some ourselves there’s 
going to be a lot more layoffs,” 
Phillips said. 
using, and paid out of pocket 
to help cover basic expens-
es. In the future, the center 
hopes to add a small library 
of books and videos pertain-
ing to LGBT issues, as well 
as to expand its resources 
to support MSUM’s gay and 
lesbian community.  
The committee hopes stu-
dents will eventually take 
control of the center and 
move it in the direction they 
would like to see it go. 
“We would like for stu-
dents to take it over,” com-
mittee member and dean of 
graduate studies Richard 
Adler said. 
“We do have service learn-
ing students … and they’re 
coming up with a lot of inno-
vative ideas as they sit in 
here and utilize the space,” 
Guffey said. “What we can 
do, things we can have, ways 
we can get the word out.” 
LGBT students face a num-
ber of difficulties on cam-
pus. Conflicts arise not only 
with straight peers, but also 
between different groups 
within the LGBT community. 
Faced with persistent 
judgement, rejection and 
abuse, coming to college can 
be a potentially intimidat-
ing experience for these stu-
dents. 
According to Guffey, those 
problems are exacerbated 
by the cultural resistance 
towards accepting homosex-
uality in the upper Midwest. 
“Sexuality is not something 
that’s easily talked about 
in this part of the world,” 
Guffey said. “People don’t 
know how to react, so get-
ting it out there makes some 
people uncomfortable.”  
The center is intended to 
be an inclusive space regard-
less of orientation. 
“The ‘A’ stands for ‘allies’ 
and this space is not just 
isolated to the lesbian, gay, 
bi-sexual, transgender, ques-
tioning, queer, intersexed 
part of our community,” 
Guffey said. “We don’t want 
anybody to be disincluded.”  
extends beyond university 
property.
“I’m just as likely to see them 
at Cashwise or someplace,” 
Barden said. “They’re always 
so kind as to say hello and 
give me a big Dragon smile. I 
appreciate that.”
Even people who never 
attended MSUM recognize 
him as Uncle Sam from the 
university’s annual Fourth of 
July party.
“More people who come 
up to me and talk to me as 
a retired president talk about 
Uncle Sam than anything else,” 
Barden said.
The idea to have Barden 
play the patriotic figure was 
the brainchild of former the-
ater professor Robert Badal, 
now president of Jamestown 
(N.D.) College.
The costume for the role was 
made by students in a ward-
robe class.
“It’s a wonderful set of 
clothes,” Barden said. “The 
beauty of the role of Uncle Sam 
is all the little kids get their 
picture taken on the campus of 
the university, and hopefully 
they’ll look at it when they’re 
older and have good memories 
of the university.”
Barden said his memories 
of the university are positive. 
When he looks back over his 
years as president, he remem-
bers tough times such as when 
the university faced financial 
hardships at the beginning of 
his tenure, and good times such 
as seeing MSUM through major 
infrastructure improvements, 
the transition from Moorhead 
State University to MSUM, the 
change from quarters to semes-
ters and the implementation of 
the Dragon Core.
Barden said he appreciates 
the chance to get to see the con-
tinuing changes on campus, 
especially the ongoing work on 
the Wellness Center.
“The Wellness Center is 
particularly interesting to me 
and, I think, a great oppor-
tunity for a lot of people to 
be involved,” he said. “I hope 
they make membership avail-
able to faculty and staff and 
retired employees.
“I’ve got the time.”
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Mentalist christopher carter demonstates his magic skills to tables of students in Kise prior to 
his performance in the Underground on Feb. 17. 
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